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Sixth Kerala Legislative Assembly 

Bill No. 20 


THE KERALA DEPARTMENTAL INQUIRIES ( ENFORCEMENT OF 
ATTENDANCE OF WITNESSES AND PRODUCTION 

* OF DOCUMENTS) BILL , 1980 


BILL 


to provide for the enforcement of attendance of witnesses and production of documents in 

certain departmental inquiries and for matters connected therewith or incidental 

therelo . 
Preamble. - WHEREAS it is expedient to provide for the enforcement of 
attendance of witnesses and production of documents in certain departmental 
inquiries and for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto ; 

Be it cnacted in the Thirty -first Year of the Republic of India as 
follows: 


1. Short tille, extent and commencement.- (1) This Act may be called the 
Kerala Departmental Inquiries (Enforcement of Attendance of Witnesses and 
Production of Documents ) Act, 1980 . 

(2 ) It extends to the whole of the State of Kerala . 

(3 ) It shall come into force on such date as the Government may, by 
notification in the Gazette, appoint. 

2. Departmental Inquiries in which the Act shall apply.-- The provisions of this 
Act shall apply to every departmental inquiry made in relation to 

(a) persons appointed to public services and posts in connection with 
the affairs of the State ; 

(b ) persons who having been appointed to any public service or post 
in connection with the allairs of the State , are in the service or pay of 

(i) any local authority in the State ; 

(ii) any corporation established by under a State Act and owned 
or controlled by the Government; 

(iii) any society registered under the Travancore-Cochin Literary 
Scientific and Charitable Societies Registration Act , 1955 or the Societies 
Registration Act, 1860 , which is subject to the control of the Government 

33/2-50 /MC 
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3. Definitions.- For the purposes of this Act, 

(a ) " departmental inquiry " means an inquiry held under and in 
accordance with 

(i) any law made by the Kerala State Legislature or any rule made 
thereunder, or 

(ii ) any rule made under the proviso to article 309 of the Constitution 
and continued under the Kerala Public Services Act, 1968, 
into any allegation against any person to whom this Act applies; 

(b ) " inquiring authority ” means an officer or authority appointed by the 
Government or by any officer or authority subordinate to the Government 
to hold a departmental inquiry and includes any officer or authority who is 
empowered by or under any law or rule for the time being in force to hold 
such inquiry ; 

(c ) " State" means the State of Kerala . 
4. Power of Government to authorise the exercise of powers specified in section 5. 
(1) Where the Government are of opinion that for the purposes of any depart 
mental inquiry it is necessary to summon as witnesses, or call for any document 
from any class or category of persons, they may , by notification in the Gazette, 
authorise the inquiring authority to exercise the power specified in section 5 
in relation to any person within such class or category and thereupon the 
inquiring authority may exercise such power at any stage of the 
departmental inquiry . 

( 2) The power conferred on the Government by sub-section (1) may 
also be exercised by such authority , not being an authority inferior to the 
appointing authority in relation to the person against whom the departmental 
inquiry is being held , as the Government may, by notification in the Gazette, 
specify in this behalf. 

5 . Power of authorised inquiring authority to enforce attendance of witnesses and 
production of documents.- ( 1) Every inquiring authority authorised under 
section 4 (hereinafter referred to as the " authorised inquiring authority ) 
shall have the same powers as are vested in a civil court under the Code of 
Civil Procedure, 1903 , while trying a suit, in respect of the following mattters, 
namely : 

(a ) summoning and enforcing the attendance of any witness and 
examining him on oath ; 

(b ) requiring the discovery and production of any document or other 
material which is producible as evidence ; 

(e) the requisitioning of any public record from any court or office. 

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub -section (1 ), the 
authorised inquiring authority shall not compel the Reserve Bank of India , 
the State Bank of India , any subsidiary bank as defined in clause (k ) of 
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section 2 of the State Bank of India (Subsidiary Banks) Act, 1959, or any 
corresponding new bank constituted under section 3 of the Banking Com 
panies Acquisition and Transfer of Undertakings) Act, 1970 

(a ) to produce any books of account or other documents which the 
Reserve Bank of India, the State Bank of India, the subsidiary bank or the 
corresponding new bank claims to be of a confidential nature, or 

(b ) to make any such books or documents a part of the record of 
the proceedings of the departmental inquiry , or 

(c ) to give inspection of any such books or documents, if produced 
to any party before it or to any other person . 

( 3) . Every process issued by an authorised inquiring authority for the 
attendance of any witness or for the production of any document shall be 
served and executed through the District Judge within the local limits ofwhose 
jurisdiction the witness or other person , on whom the process is to be served 
or executed voluntarily resides or carries on business or personally works 
for gain , and for the purpose of taking any action for the disobedience of any 
such process, every such process shall be deemed to be a process issued by 
the District Judge : 

Provided that nothing contained in this sub -section shall apply where 
the authorised inquiring authority is a Tribunal appointed under the Kerala 
Civil Services (Disciplinary Proceedings Tribunal) Rules, 1960 . 

(4) Every authorised inquiring authority making any departmental 
inquiry under this Act shall be deemed to be a civil court for the purposes of 
Sections 345 and 346 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 (Central Act 
2 of 1974 ). 

6 . Territorial limits in which powers specified in section 5 may be exercised . 
For the purpose of exercising the powers specified in section 5, the territorial 
jurisdiction of every authorised inquiring authority shall extend to the whole 
State . 

7 . Power to make rules.--- (1) The Government may , by notification in 
the Gazette, make rules for the purpose of giving effect to the provisions of 
this Act. 

(2 ) Every rule made under this section shall be laid as soon as may be 
after it is made beforethe Legislative Assembly while it is in session for a 
total period of fourteen days whic may be comprised in one session or in 
two successive sessions, and if before the expiry of the session in which it is 
so laid or the session immediately following , the Legislative Assembly makes 
any modification in the rule or decides that the rule should not be made, the 
rule shall thereafter have effect only in such modified form or be of no effect, 
as the case may be ; so however, that any such modification or annulment 
shall be without prejudice to the validity of anything previously done under 
that rule . 
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8. Amendment of Kerala Enquiries and Summonses Act, 1960. - In section 
9 of the Kerala Enquiries and Summonses Act, 1960 (24 of 1960 ), sub-section 
(2 ) shall be omitted . 

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS 
There is at present no law in this state, other than the Kerala Enquiries 
and Summonses Act, 1960, under which an authority holding a departmental 
enquiry can enforce the attendance of witnesses or production of relevant 
documents. Under section 9 (2 ) of that Act, the power of a civil court in 
respect of summoning and enforcing the attendance of any person and examin 
ing him on oath , requiring the discovery and production of any document, 
etc., can be invested by the Government only on an officer deputed by them 
to make an enquiry into the conduct of any public servant. 

2 . Parliament has enacted the Departmental Inquiries (Enforcement 
of Attendance of Witnesses and Production of Documents) Act, 1972 ( Central 
Act 18 of 1972), which empowers the Central Government to authorise any 
inquiring authority to exercise the power of summoning and enforcing the 
attendance of any person and examining him on oath , requiring the discovery 
and production of any document, etc. According to that Act, " inquiring 
authority " means an officer or authority appointed by the Central Govern 
ment or by an officer or authority subordinate to that Government to hold a 
departmental inquiry and includes any officer or authority who is empowered 
by or under any law or rule for the time being in force to hold such inquiry. 
The scope of Central Act 18 of 1972 is thus wider than that of the Kerala 
Enquiries and Summonses Act. 

3 . It is considered necessary to enact a legislation in this State also , 
on the lines of the Central Act. The Bill is intended for this purpose. 


FINANCIAL MEMORANDUM 


Clause 4 of the Bill seeks to empower the Government and officers speci 
fied by the Government to authorise inquiring authorities holding depart 
mental inquiries to exercise the powers of a civil court in respect of summon 
ing and enforcing the attendance of witnesses and examining them on oath , 
requiring the discovery and production of any document or other material 
and the requisitioning of any public record from any court or office. Accord 
ing to sub- clause ( 3) of clause 5 of the Bill, every process issued by an authorised 
inquiring authority for the attendance of witnesses or for the production 
of documents shall be executed through the District Judge. Therefore, 
no separate machinery is proposed to be created for the purpose. However, 
expenditure by way of T. A. and D. A. to Government Servants , if they are 
summoned as witnesses and batta if the witnesses are not Government Servants , 
will have to be incurred if the Bill is enacted and brought into operation . 
But the exact amount of expenditure to be incurred on this account cannot 
now be estimated with any degree of accuracy. 
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MEMORANDUM REGARDING DELEGATED LEGISLATION 


Sub-clause (3) of clause 1 of the Bill seeks to empower the Government to 
appoint by notification in the Gazette, the date on which the Act shall come 
into force . 


2. Sub -clause ( 1) of clause 4 seeks to empower the Government to 
authorise the inquiring authority by notification in the Gazette to exercise 
the power specified in clause 5 in relation to any person within any class or 
category of persons if the Government are of opinion that it is necessary to 
summon as witnesses or to call for any document from such class or category 
of persons for the purposes of any departmental inquiry. 

3 Sub- clause (2 ) of clause 4 seeks to empower the Government to 
specify by notification in the Gazette such authority , not being an authority 
inferior to the appointing authority, who may also exercise the power con 
ferred on the Government by sub -clause (1). 

4 . Clause 7 seeks to empower the Government to make rules for the 
purpose of giving effect to the provisions of the Act. 

5. Thematters in respect of which notifications may be issued or rules 
may be made, are of an administrative or procedural nature. Further, the 
rules, after they are made, shall be subject to the scrutiny of the Legislative 
Assembly . The delegation of Legislative power is thus of a normal character . 


T. K. RAMAKRISHNAN 


. 
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NOTIFICATION 
Ref. A -126/80. 

29th April 1980 . 
Whereas the Government of Kerala have in notification 
No. G. O. ( Rt.) 1316/79/ L & HI D dated 14-9-1979 appointed the Special 
Tahsildar (LA ), Kerala State Housing Board , Kozhikode to perforin 
the functions of a Collector under the Kerala Land Acquisition Act , 
1961 ( Act 21 of 1962) ; 

And, whereas, it appears to the said Collector that the land specified 
in the schedule below is needed or is likely to be needed for a public purpose, 
to wit for implementing a Shopping Complex at Cannanore notice to 
that effect is hereby given to all whom it may concern in accordance 
with the provisions of Section 3 (1) of the said Act . 

കേരള ഗവൺമെൻറ് 1961- ലെ കേരള സ്ഥലമെടുപ്പ് ആക്ററ് (1962 - ലെ 
21 -ാം ആക്ററ്) പ്രകാരം കളക്ടരുടെ ( പവും എത്തികൾ നിർവ്വഹിക്കുവാൻ 
കോഴിക്കോട് ലാൻറ് അക്വിസിഷൻ സ്പെഷ്യൽ തഹശീൽദാർ കേരള സ്റേറററ് 
ഹൗസിങ്ങ് ബോർഡ് എന്ന ആളെ14-9-1979 -ാം തീയതിയിലെ ജി . ഒ . ആർ. ടി . 
131/6/79 എൽ & എച്ച് ഡി നമ്പർ പരസ്യ പ്രകാരം നിയമിച്ചിരിക്കുന്നതി 
നാലും ; 
പട്ടികയിൽ വിവരിക്കുന്ന ഭൂമി ഒരു 

പൊതുക്കാര്യത്തിന്, 
അതായത് കണ്ണൂരിൽ ഒരു ഷോപ്പിങ്ങ് കോംപ്ലക്സ് ആരംഭിക്കുന്നതിന്ന് 
ആവശ്യമുണ്ടെന്നോ, ആവശ്യമുണ്ടാകാനിടയുണ്ടെന്നോ പ്രസ്തുത കളക്ടർക്ക് 
തോന്നുന്നതിനാലും അതിനുളള നോട്ടീസ് 

അതു സംബന്ധിക്കുന്ന 
എല്ലാവർക്കും മേപ്പടി ആക്ററ് 3 (1) എന്ന വകുപ്പിലെ വ്യവസ്ഥകളനു 
സരിച്ച് ഇതിനാൽ നൽകിയിരിക്കുന്നു . 

33/ 2253/ V . 
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SCHEDULE 

District - Cannanore 
Taluk - Cannanore 

Village - Cannanore I 
Ward 2 Block 5 

( The extent given is approximate ) 
Survey No. Description 

Extent in 
hectare 


T. S. No. 187/1 


Garden 


0.3804 

( Sd .) 
Special Tahsildar (LA ) , 
Kerala State Housing Board . 


Kozhikode 


NOTICE 
UNDER SECTION 6 OF THE KERALA SURVEY AND 

BOUNDARIES Act , 1961 
Ref. A -126 /80 . 

29th April 1980 . 
Whereas the Government have directed the survey of lands. com 
prised in survey number noted below , it is hereby notified under sub 
section (1) of section 6 of the Kerala Survey and Boundaries Act, 1961, 
that survey operation will be started in the village soon and the survey 
number noted below will be demarcated and surveyed ; and that every 
person claiming to be interested in the registered land situated within or 
adjoining the undermentioned land is hereby invited to attend immediately 
either in person or by agent on the surveyor employed in the locality and 
also from time to time when called upon for the purpose of pointing out 
the boundaries and supplying information in connection therewith . 

Under subsection (2 ) of section 6 of the said Act, this notification 
shall be held to be a valid "notice to every person having any interest in 
said land. 

Under subsection (3) of Section 6 of the said Act, all the registered 
holders are hereby required : 

(a ) to clear within 15 days by cutting down or removing any trees, 

jungle , fences, standing crops or other material abstructions, the 
boundaries or other lines, the clearance of which 

necessary for the purposes of survey ; 
(b ) to provide labour at such time and for such periods as may from 

time to time be required by furnishing flag holders and 
chainmen ; and 


. 


may be 
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( c) to provide suitable survey marks and otherwise to give ruch 

assistance in the survey as may be demanded under the said Act 

or the rules made thereunder . 
If any person fails to comply with these requisitions under clauses 
(a ) to (c ) mentioned above, the work will be got done by . cmploying 
hired labour and the cost thereof will be recovered from the defaulters 
as provided in the Act and Rules made thereunder. 


District - Cannanore 


DETAILS OF LAND 

Taluk - Cannanore 
Village - Cannanore I 
Ward 2 Block 5 

(Sd.) 
Special Tahsildar (LA) , 
Kerala State Housing Board . 


T. S. No. 187. 


Kozhikode. 
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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA 

Industries (K ) Department 


ORDER 


G.O.(Rt.) No. 619 /80 / ID . 

Dated , Trivandrum , 19th June 198 . 
S. R. O. No. 571 /80. — WHEREAS in exercise of the powers conferred b : 
sub -section (1) of section 3 of the Kerala Cashew Factories (Requisitioning 
Act, 1979 (6 of1979) the Government of Kerala by order issued in G.O. (Ms 
No. 145/80 ID dated the 12th May, 1980 and published as S.R.O.No. 447/8 ) 
in the Kerala Gazette Extraordinary No. 335 dated the 15th May, 1980, hav 
requisitioned the cashew factory bearing Registration Number 0.95 situate ! 
in Eravipuram Village in Quilon Taluk in Quilon District owned b 
M /s. Ramsons and Company, Quilon -4 with all the properties attached to i 
as specified in the Schedule to the said order for a period of five years with 
effect from the 15th day ofMay, 1980 ; 

Now , THEREFORE , in exercise of the powers conferred by sub 
section (3 ) of Section 3 of the said Act, the Government of Kerala hereby 
direct that the said cashew factory vested in them by virtue of sub- section (2 ) 
of the said Section 3 shall instead of continuing to vest in them , vest in the 
Kerala State Cashew Development Corporation Limited , Quilon with 
effect from the 15th day of May, 1980. 


By order of the Governor, 
T. P. VASUDEVAN NAIR , 

Joint Secretary. 


33/ 2258/MC 
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Explanatory Note 
Government have requisitioned the cashew factory No. Q. 95 situated in 
Eravipuram Village in Quilon Taluk for a period of five years under sub 
section (1) of Section 3 of the Kerala Cashew Factories (Requisitioning) Act, 
1979 (6 of 1979 ). It is necessary to vest the said cashew factory in the Kerala 
State Cashew Development Corporation Limited , Quilon with effect from 
the 15th May 1980, for running the factory on behalf of Government. The 
notification is intended to achieve this object. 
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പ് 


കേരള സർക്കാർ 
ക്യഷി ( ചെറുകിട - ജലസേചനം) വകുപ്പ് 


പരസ്യം 


നമ്പർ 9377 എം . ഐ . 118 0 / എ . ഡി . തിരുവനന്തപുരം, 1980 ഏപ്രിൽ 5 . 

എസ്. ആർ. ഒ. നമ്പർ 570/80. - 1956 - ലെ തിരുവിതാംകൂർ കൊച്ചി 
ജലസേചന ആക്ടിലെ (1956 - ലെ 7) 13 -ാം വകുപ്പു പ്രകാരം പൊതു 
ജനങ്ങളുടെ അറിവിലേക്കായി താഴെ പട്ടികയിൽ വിവരിക്കുന്ന ജലസേചന 
പദ്ധതിമൂലം പ്രയോജനപ്പെടുന്ന സ്ഥലങ്ങളുടെ വിവരങ്ങളും, പദധതി 
ചെലവുകളുടെ ചുരുങ്ങിയ 

വിവരണവും മററും കേരളാ ഗവൺമെൻറ് 
ഇതിനാൽ പ്രസിദ്ധപ്പെടുത്തുന്നു .. 
( പസ്തുത പദ്ധതി 

സം ന്ധിച്ച പ്രവർത്തനം നടത്തുന്നതിനെതി 
രായി ബന്ധപ്പെട്ട 

ആർക്കെങ്കിലും എന്തെങ്കിലും ആക്ഷേപമുളളപക്ഷം 
ആയത് ഈ പരസ്യം പ്രസിദ്ധപ്പെടുത്തുന്ന തീയതി മുതൽ പത്തു ദിവ 
സത്തിനകം എറണാകുളം ജില്ലാ കളക്ടർ മുമ്പാകെ രേഖാമൂലം ബോധിപ്പി 
ക്കേണ്ടതാകുന്നു . 
പദ്ധതിയുടെ പേര്. -എറണാകുളം ജില്ലയിൽ ആലുവാ താലൂക്കിൽ ആലുവാ 

വില്ലേജിൽ ചാലക്കൽ തോടിന്റെ ആഴം വർദ്ധിപ്പി 
ക്കുകയും വീതി കൂട്ടുകയും ചെയ്യുന്ന ഇറിഗേഷൻ 

പദ്ധതി. 
പദ്ധതിയുടെ മതിപ്പു ചെലവ്. - 4 , 90 , 000 രൂപ. 
പദധതി മുഖാന്തിരം (പ്രയോജനപ്പെ 
ടുന്നസ്ഥലത്തിന്റെ വിസ്തീർണ്ണം. -200 ഏക്കർ 54 സൻറ് 500 ചതുരശ 

ലിംഗ്സ്. 
33/2244/ MC. 
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പട്ടിക 


താലൂക്ക് -ആലുവ. 


ജില്ല . - എറണാകുളം, 


വില്ലേജ് -ആലുവാ 


സർവ്വേ നമ്പർ 


വിസ്തീർണ്ണം 


( 1) 


( 2 ) 


സ് . 


ച.ലി. 


0 
0 


1 


1 
0 


0 
0 


2011. 1 
2011. 2 
2012 
2013 
2014 
2016 
20/7 എ 
2017 ബി 
2017 ബി 
2018. 1 
2018 , 2 
20/9 . 1 
2019 , 2 
2 0 9.3 
20/9 . 4 
20/10.1 
20/10 , 2 
20/11 
20/12 
20/1 
20/2 
21/3 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
" 0 


81 
17 
19 
0 9 
0 9 
8 6 
63 
5 0 
5 0 
46 
28 
22 
22 
6 6 
22 
21 
21 
57 
8 9 
46 
21 
06 
46 
35 
35 


0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
5 00 
5 0 0 
5 0 0 
5 0 0 
5 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 


0 - 


e ം ം ം ം ം ം 


2114 എ 


2114 ബി 1 
2114 ബി 2 


1 


s t 


0 
0 


2115 
21/6 എ 
2116 ബി 1 
216 ബി 2 
21/1 
21/8 എ 
21/8 ബി 
21/9 


69 
20 
3 6 
0 5 
3 2 
0 9 
0 4 
32 


0 0 0 
000 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
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ഗവർണ്ണരുടെഉത്തരവുപകാരം, 
കെ . വി . വിദ്യാധരൻ, 

സെകട്ടറി. 
വിശദീകരണക്കുറിപ്പ് 
( ഇത് പരസ്യത്തിൻറ ഭാഗമല്ല . എന്നാൽ പൊതു ഉദ്ദേശം ലക്ഷ്യ 
മാക്കിയിട്ടുളളതാണ്) . 
എറണാകുളം ജില്ലയിൽ ആലുവാ താലൂക്കിൽ ആലുവാ വില്ലേജിൽ 
സൗകര്യത്തിനായി ചാലക്കൽ തോടിൻറ ആഴ്ച 

വർദ്ധിപ്പി 
ക്കുകയും വീതികൂട്ടുകയും ചെയ്യുന്ന ഇറിഗേഷൻ പദ്ധതി ആരംഭിക്കു 
ന്നതിനുവേണ്ടി എസ്റ്റിമേറ്റ് തയ്യാറാക്കിയിട്ടുണ്ട്. 
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